
Volume 22, Issue 1 

Jan/Feb/Mar 2008 

Special points of interest: 

¶  Board Members 

¶ Full schedule of events 

¶ Driving Event Information 
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Board Member Elections  

Winter Banquet 
We had a pretty good turn out for the winter ban-

quest considering the tough weather conditions. 

ȹ6ÏÌÕɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖÜÎÏɯÞÐÕÛÌÙɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÏÐÚɯ

year?) 

 

(Pictures continued on page 4) 
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Inside this issue:  

Spring Driving School  

Date Change  
Due to other activities at Spokane Raceway Park we have had to reschedule the spring driving school. It 

has been moved back one week from April 4th and 5th to March 29th and 30th. Be sure to make the 

change to your calendar. Please contact Scott Adare at  (509) 466-6731 or sadare@aol.com if you have any 

questions or concerns. 

River Dance Drive On May 31, 2008 join the Inland Empire BMW group as we 

shake off the winter blues and welcome warmer weather with a spring drive.  Looping lake Roosevelt 

from Keller to Inchelium.  We will prance our way over hill and valley enjoying the sights and twisties.  

Play Huck Finn as we Float the river on the free state ferries and enjoy a lunch break in Inchelium.  Our 

drives are always open to any car enthusiast, with a special shout out to our friends at Inland NorthWest 

Porsche Club. 

2ÖɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÈÕËɯËÙÐÝÌɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÎÖÛȮɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÜÕȮɯÚÕÈ×ɯÚÖÔÌɯ×ÐÊÚɯÈÕËɯËÈÕÊÌɯÛÐÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯÛÐÙÌËɯÈÚɯÞÌɯ

embrace spring doing what we all love bestɭdrive.  

Please let Chris Brown know of your interest so he can add you to the information roster for updated 

information.  



Board of Directors 
President 
Ken Groves (509) 447-0416, bogusbob@surf1.ws 

Vice-President 
Scott Adare (509) 466-6731, sadare@aol.com  

Treasurer 
Steve Cassell (509) 482-7171, scassell8@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Chris Brown (509) 326-3365, AddAxx4@aol.com 

Officer at Large 
Allen Erickson (509) 464-4107, aeracer@earthlink.net 

Ombudsman 
ElWanda Groves (509) 447-0416, erg@surf1.ws 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Larry Simmons (208) 265-7888,  

editor@iebmw.org     
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Calendar of Events 
High Performance Driving Schools 
March 29-30, 2008 

June 21-22, 2008 

October 4-5, 2008 

Spokane Raceway Park 

Scott Adare 

(509) 466-6731  

sadare@aol.com  

Club Drives 
May 31, 2008ɭRiver Dance 

Sept 13, 2008ɭPalouse Fall Run 

Autosports Northwest Autocross 
http://www.autosportsnorthwest.org  

General Information 
Please send address changes to the National Office or email 

them to bmwcclub@aol.com. 

Monthly Member Meeting 

2nd Tuesday of the month, 6:30 pm. at Perkins Restaurant,  

5903 N Division, Spokane, WA. Across from the Franklin 

Park Mall. Members are encouraged to attend. A short busi-

ness meeting will also be conducted. Occasionally a meet-

ing may be skipped or location changed. Please contact a 

board member before each meeting. 

Inland Empire Chapter Website 
www.iebmw.org  

Webmaster: Miki Haraguchi  

Newsletter E-mail Address 
editor@iebmw.org 

Presidentõs Corner 
It's another brand new year, full of promise, changes, and usually a 

good dose of the unexpected. In our neck of the woods, bare 

ground would be a welcome change. Our personal snow pack, in 

the front yard, is about four plus feet deep. While I have told folks 

over the years, that I enjoy the winter season, I could do with a bit 

less of the season right now.  

We are planning our first High Performance driving school on 

March 29th and 30th. We have two other schools scheduled in June 

and October. Chris Brown is mapping routes for 2 one day  drives 

later this year that should take us to some new and interesting 

places. If you haven't made it to one of his drives, please put one or 

both on your calendar as they are 

filled with fun byways and interest-

ing stops. Our local autocross 

group, Autosports Northwest, 

is putting the final touches on their 

2008 schedule. Check out their web-

site 

at www.autosportsnorthwest.org  to 

see what they have to offer. If you 

have any ideas for a club event, and are willing to step up and co-

ordinate it, please contact myself or another board member with 

the details. We can always use volunteers at the driving schools 

too. If you are interested, please contact me and I will provide you 

all the details on our HPDE school volunteer program.  

That's about it for now. It's your club and I encourage you to get 

involved with the club activities. Give someone a random act of 

kindness and see how good it makes you feel! 

Ken Groves 

President 

Inland Empire Chapter BMW CCA  

Auspuffanlage is published by the Inland Empire Chapter, BMW CCA and remains 

its property. All information furnished herein is provided by the membership for 

members only. Ideas, suggestions and opinion, technical or otherwise, are those of 

the authors, without authentication by or liability to the editors, BMW CCA, or the 

Chapter. We are not affiliated with BMW LLC or BMW NA. Use of any material 

requires written permissions of the editor.  

Copyright © 2005, Inland Empire Chapter BMW CCA.  

http://www.autosportsnorthwest.org


Page 3 VOLUME 22,  ISSUE 1 

Classified Ads 
Preserve BMW CCA History  
The Club Archive is looking for Oktoberfest or chapter event tro-

phies, shirts, pins, posters, wineglasses, dash plaques, grill 

badges, programs or anything else. Anything from the club's past 

for the Archive/Museum. Do you have extra items you would 

consider donating? Contact Michael at (864) 250-0022 or 

mmitchell@roundel.org. 

Businesses may place an ad in Auspuffanlage for a minimal charge.  Club 

members may advertise free of charge.  

 -  business card sized ad $10.00 per issue, $50.00 per year 

 -  1/4 page ad $25.00 per issue, $100.00 per year 

 -  1/2 page ad $50.00 per issue, $200.00 per year 

 -  full page ad $75.00 per issue, $300.00 per year  

 

Yearly ads must be paid in advance. Contact the newsletter editor to place 

an advertisement. 

Over The River and  

through the Woods 

.ÕÌɯ/ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯ"ÏÈÓÓÌÕÎÌɯ&ÌÛÛÐÕÎɯ 

Home from the Winter Banquet  

So I was coming home from the Annual BMW Dinner about 70 

miles from my home last night and had a very memorable ex-

×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÔàɯɀƔƜɯƙƗƙßÐ3ɤƚɯÞÐÛÏɯƖƚƔƔɯÔÐÓÌÚɯÖÕɯÐÛȭ 

(ÛɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÚÕÖÞÐÕÎɯÈÓÓɯËÈàȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÎÐÝÌɯÐÛɯÈɯÓÖÛɯÈɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛȭɯ

Pretty common around here this time of year. I also decide to 

take secondary roads home (which is common for me, too) be-

cause of ɬ ÞÌÓÓɯÓÌÛɀÚɯ×ÜÛɯÐÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÈàɯɬ the other drivers. I figured 

there was a good chance the roads might not be plowed but 

there was no way I expected what I encountered. 

There was about 2 feet of unplowed snow for the entire way, 

about 24 miles. I was scared stiff. The only way I could keep 

moving was to stay in the tracks of the one car that had gone 

before me, keep the traction control off and keep it in a lower 

gear with the engine revved so that I could have reserve power 

when I needed it. Some of the scarier moments were when the 

snow was so deep than instead of going down under the car it 

rushed up over the hood and blinded us for seconds at a time. If 

I would have gotten out of the tracks I would have been done ɬ 

the snow was 3 feet deep at the sides of the tracks in some 

places. I saw at least one (probably 2 wheel drive car) that just 

ÎÈÝÌɯÜ×ɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÓÓÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯËÙÐÝÌÞÈàȭɯ&ÜÌÚÚɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯ

leave it set overnight - ÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÞɯƝȯƗƔɯ ,ɯÈÕËɯÙÖÈËÚɯÈÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯ

plowed.  

The wagon was amazing though. It just kept plowing. We 

stopped at one place to knock the ice of the wiper blades (and 

clean out our shorts) and you could smell that the brakes had 

been working hard doing their job keeping traction even be-

tween the wheels on the same axle. 

The toughest section was the last 8 miles. The snow was deeper 

and I had about a 1,000 foot elevation gain. To get up over the top I 

was in second gear at ~4,000 RPM modulating  

(Continued on page 5) 
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Winter Banquet Pictures 
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the throttle to steer to stay in the tracks and then back on the throttle to keep momen-

tum. Scary at 30+ miles per hour. I must admit, I really used skills I learned in the driv-

ÐÕÎɯÚÊÏÖÖÓÚɯ(ɀÝÌɯÛÈÒÌÕɯ- - front slides out of the tracks into the deeper snow, push, 

push, push ɬ lift throttle to weight the front tires ɬ steer back into tracks ɬ get on the 

throttle ɬ correct left ɬ correct right ɬ repeat. That went on for miles! 

When I got to my driveway, the car was bottoming out the whole way in (about an 

1/8th of a mile) and the snow was still above my bottoming out tracks by about 8 

inches. 

-ÌÌËÓÌÚÚɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯ(ɀÔɯÝÌÙàɯÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÊÈÙɯȹÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÖÕÊÌɯ(ɯÚÛÖ××ÌËɯÚÏÈÒÐÕÎɯÞÏÌÕɯ(ɯ

got home) ɬ but I bet the Hakka 5s helped a lot.  

Hurry Spring!  

Larry Simmons  

 



BMW Car Club  of  America,   

In land Empi re Chapter 
 

P.O. Box 1269 
Mead, WA. 99021-1269 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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My BMW 

We want to continue our section where we feature one of our members and their BMW. We have a questionnaire to fill out ask-

ÐÕÎɯÕÜÔÌÙÖÜÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÈÙȭɯ6ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÌÌËɯÈɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÉÐÖɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙȮɯ×ÐÊÛÜÙÌÚȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯàÖÜɯÎÖÛɯÐÛɯȮɯÏÖÞɯÓÖÕÎɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÏad 

it, why is it special to you, favorite place to drive it, where you would like to drive it, things of that nature.  

 

It will be fun and interesting to learn about some of the cars that are right here under our noses. I know there are some uni que 

specimens near by. 

 

So, if you would like to share your BMW with us, 

contact Larry Simmons at (208) 265-7888 or email 

me at:  editor@iebmw.org. 
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